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Air as an Affective Field: The Operational Logic and Media

Potential of the Air Aesthetics in Chinese Cinema

Li Junbao
(Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518000)

Abstract: Current research on emotion in Chinese cinema remains largely confined to interpretive frameworks of narrative
symbols and psychological identification, lacking effective localized analytical tools for the pre—cognitive, non—
representational , and diffuse sensory forces at play. Fei Mu’s theory of cinematic air offers a theoretical anchor that
combines indigenous characteristics with ontological depth to address this predicament. This study defines air as an
affective field, and by integrating traditional Qi theory with Western affect philosophy, it clarifies the intrinsic
compatibility between Qi dynamics (qi ji) and intensity. From three dimensions——material substrate, spatiotemporal
configuration, and bodily resonance——it unpacks the operational logic and affective transmission mechanisms of cinematic
air. The aim is to provide an interpretive framework for the creative transformation of classical Qi theory within the
contemporary media context, thereby rethinking the affective potential of the cinematic medium and expanding a research
pathway for Chinese film aesthetic theory that is both rooted in indigenous traditions and open to interdisciplinary dialogue.

Key Words: Air Aesthetics  Theory of Air  Fei Mu Qi Theory  Affect
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