M ES BT E S0

limlt
[TE]y

R AKFTFALIE

(FARZFEAL)

FHEEZ TR
ESHT. St E #H B
FRTE ETRE
FREM: KEISHAEF

ot

af
it
A
ik

7

i

{J

EREResITHE. E F

a0

TR E: 2022 4 6 B

oS

R



A Study of Spatial Representation in Jacques
Tati's Films

A Thesis Submitted to Chongqing University
In Partial fulfillment of the requirement for the

Master’s Degree of Arts

By

Guang Yuzhu
Supervised by Prof. Fan Bei

June , 2022



BBSES

wm =

VEVAEERIRIM,  HEvd- 1573 Baf g . R SRS, A8 &%
QIER N R, HEE X “HRZE IR M TIRed” XML
Wik, ARG, ISR FOAREIR R AR SRS, S
AR R R, FE S SRR VRN AR SO ol A,
RRHAEREAEE B M e, SHAMRRE S W E R SE AR, B
LS P S 2 YRR S AL VE, A B A5 2SR R S22 5 AR B AN B 24
RE. AL T A TIeUE: M B oA AR g 25 (Al i AR A i 2 5
Oy, BURTAL X FA NGO 55, Bz ] AN 8 2k S B A o s ) 4 A
A AR RE.

o B AR AR N AR AR R HE S - B A ARG 2 By, A (AT B
53) AN CHURISTE Y KPR o of, A F R N 8 el B DL R3] SE A B 5
PR, BRAT T T AR AR R Y By, TR A IR 1T ) 5 A St EL B A
JirsE H RN 5 S5 BRANGE Y “ RIRE R WE Sy, bR 7E 5%
fe-FEATA P ERE S, LA 2 W 5 BSOS, R
GG BT, REAM R Z AL PN TS S R AR X PR 3 By,
R TR B ST S HAT A Py i 5 2CM B IR A

o AR BRI L P R AR, H TR, E
TR ARG o0 FA N 25 8] 5 23 3L ()i SRS FOAR . 5B i A5 ok i 2 T AR Lk R
NYICIEE AL B BB Fha A, DC O el DL I St Ryt d, s o DU
KEELTEAAEFN: AR SME BRI TRALN SRR & S 1 el Al 1
BRAT AL S ) FE N EAR R AR BEZSIA].

o =R /R EE A HLSE h A P T 2 TR R A s i PR 2R L 4 i i A
RIEB P BARER, TP EAAER SRR, HIH R D R te ks, (&
W RF SRR LR N RIS —FF G A R B, (BRIl AT
TR S Oy BSR4 JR I 1 HRATRY AT RE.

55 US> FE 58 B A D 25 ) 0 1 2 1T A T ORI, 0 M IR R g A JE
KPS ITE, 18 AR X — 25 (AR IR A A% oW i 28 3L 25 (B A5 1),
AR 1 A 224738 Riis i 2K

KEiF: =) Sk SAUETL M B



LS SRS

Abstract

As a master of French comedy, Jacques Tati is a director, actor and screenwriter. In
this paper, we will focus on his eight films, his brilliant portrayal of the characters
"Francois the Postman" and "Monsieur Hulot", and analyze the spatial representation in
Tati's films in the context of relevant film theories, architectural theories and the
Frankfurt School's critical theory of popular culture. The film's spatial presentation is
then examined in relation to its critique of modern architecture, the automobile age, and
the cultural industry, exploring its attempts to move beyond film authorship. Unlike
other equally good comedy directors, Tati's films contain multiple dimensions of spatial
criticism, using the complex relationship between characters and space as a metaphor
for the state of modern human existence. This paper focuses on four aspects of the
argument: Jacques Tati's multiple identities as coordinates of experiencing space, the
encroachment of modern industry on the private sphere, the disappearance of the
individual in repressed space and the body's full potential for resistance as a producer of
space.

The first part begins by pointing out how Jacques Tati as a spatial coordinate
acquires multiple identities. In Mon Oncle and Play Time, Tati, as a filmmaker, acquires
the identities of urban planner and architect through the construction of Villa Abel and
Tati City, and Tati, who perceives the dark side of the times, combines the identities of
"contemporaries" as defined by Agamben and "ethnographers" as defined by Marc
Augé. Tati, who perceives the dark side of the times, is both a "contemporary" as
defined by Agamben and an "ethnographer" as defined by Marc Augé. He uses video to
implement de Certeau's definition of writing, in a constant dialogue with modern
architecture in the construction of exclusive spaces, focusing on the "non-places" of
transit and transience, treating the places where people travel as counterparts to
expositions and playgrounds, and deliberately criticizing the way people rely on and
submit to modern architecture and its derivatives.

The second part examines the invasion of private space in Tati's films, focusing on
the disintegration of the boundary between private and public space by glass
architecture, the automobile and mass media. Glass makes urban space disorienting;
characters are unable to locate themselves and are trapped by glass walls; the visibility

of glass enforces the surveillance of people; windows turn domestic life into a landscape;
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cars as mobile homes expand the definition of private space; and television and radio,
which open up modes of escape and summoning, directly invade domestic space.

The third part reveals how the individual in Tati's films disappears in the
suppression reached by space. It is pointed out that Tati's imagination of technology in
domestic devices, the ubiquitous instructions in the city, the pseudo-individualized
choices offered by consumption, the constant manipulation of holidays and the
deprivation of the individual by the assembly line all together make the characters lose
their independent will, but at the same time he shows the possibility of resistance
through Hulot's rejection of professional identity.

The fourth part revolves around the resistance of the body as a maker of space.
Analyzing the comedic production and the deep meaning of laughter, he points out that
Tati uses the figure as the core of spatial experience to awaken the vitality of public
space, and makes a breakthrough of the pedestrian and the wanderer with the game of

footsteps.

Key words: space; body; modern architecture; Jacques Tati
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