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Abstract

A Study of the Narrative Characteristics of
Jacques Tati's Comedy Films

Abstract

French film director Jacques Tati is known as one of the world's three greatest
comedy film masters along with Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton of the United States,
and he is also the most shining comedy star in France after Max Linday.Combining
director, screenwriter, actor, producer, editor and soundtrack, Tati is an almost technical
all-rounder, and his films focus on the confrontation between the human spirit and the
rigid mechanical behavior of modern industrial society, bridging the gap between
seemingly frivolous comedy and the serious social realities of the situation through mild
satire.

This paper takes Jacques Tati's five short films and seven feature films as the
analysis objects, uses literature research and case analysis methods to collate,
summarize, illustrate, compare and summarize the narrative characteristics of Tati's
comedy films, and combines relevant film history, film narrative theory and film
screenwriting theory to study the similarities and differences between his texts and other
comedy works, and further explores his personal film comedy narrative aesthetic style.

The first chapter briefly reviews Jacques Tati's personal life and creative
experience, and explores the influence of Tati's family background and early transition
from actor to director on his narrative view of comedy films. Chapter 2 examines the
narrative composition of Tati's work, taking the theme and characters as the starting
point, further exploring the problems between human nature and society, and
completing the analysis of the group portraits of the supporting characters in the core
character of his film, "Mr. Hulot", and the "comedic democratic strategy", in addition to
exploring the reaction of the social environment to the comic characters in Tati's work
and the correlation between the two. Based on the above research basis, the third

chapter further explores the narrative strategy of Tati's works, mainly focusing on the
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narrative structure and time and space setting of the works, and studies the comedic plot
arrangement techniques and detailed design hidden under the seemingly simple linear
structure of Tati's works, and at the same time combines narratology theory to complete
the conceptual definition and theorized in-depth analysis of time and space in Tati's
comedy films, and explores how the seemingly random and uncertain time and the
space full of improvisational art in Tati's works can convey the comedic effect. Chapter
4 explores the narrative style of Tati's works from three levels: first, comparing the
similarities and differences between Tati and his predecessors Chaplin and Keaton in the
level of comedy creation, and then discussing his personal authorial style that is
detached from the shadow of his predecessors; secondly, because Tati's comedy style is
considered by film historians to have the aesthetic style of documentary, this paper will
study the documentary aesthetics of Tati's works; finally, because Tati's comedy works
are detached from the framework of traditional narrative works and have the artistic
characteristics of poetry, this paper also completes the study of his film poetics style .
The last chapter of the article is mainly combined with academic dissertations to
complete the personal graduation project, that is, the elaboration of the concept of script
creation, which will be carried out from the perspectives of the research object's
inspiration for creation, the structure of the play, the story style and design.

The purpose of this paper is to summarize the narrative art style of Tati's comedy
films from the perspective of narratology and screenwriting, and at the same time
analyze the experimental exploration and artistic rebellion of Tati's film works at the
level of comedy film language, so as to explore Tati's contribution to the development
of world comedy films, and finally extract some new ideas and creative rules that can be

used as a reference for comedy film creators.

Keywords: Jacques Tati; Cinematic narrative; Comedy films
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