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After Narrative Exhaustion: Temporal Politics and Sensory Distribution in Béla Tarr’s Films

Abstract: This paper takes the representative works of Béla Tarr as its object of study and examines how his films generate
a distinctive politics of the image through the restructuring of temporal configurations and transformations in spatial strate-
gies as traditional narrative is gradually exhausted. It first analyzes how films such as Damnation, Satantang6, Werckmeister
Harmonies, and The Turin Horse demonstrate a shift in the organizing principles of cinematic images from narrative action
to pure temporal experience. It then explores how Tarr employs temporal mechanisms such as deferral, cyclicality, and ex-
haustion, through which politics no longer appears in the form of direct conflict or action but instead remains suspended
within the structure of the image. Finally, drawing on Jacques Ranciére's concept of the distribution of the sensible, the pa-
per further argues that Tarr restructures cinematic images through the spatialization of time, disrupting the established per-
ceptual order by rendering continuously visible those who had previously remained unseen or had not been recognized as
subjects. In doing so, time itself becomes the site where political experience emerges.

Keywords: Béla Tarr; politics of time; narrative exhaustion; the distribution of the sensible; the spatialization of time
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