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“Anti-Narrative” Isomorphism Between No Later Than Turin and The Turin Horse

CHANG Lu-yun', GUO Hong-ying’

(1. Department of Chinese Language and Literature Yuncheng University, Shanxi 044000, China,
2. Industry-Education Integration Center, Hebei Urban and Rural Construction School, Shijiazhuang, Hebei 050031, China)

Abstract: In 2011, Hungarian director Béla Tarr adapted Krasznahorkai Laszl6’s ultra-short story No Later Than Turin into the film The
Turin Horse. This transmedia adaptation reveals a unique mechanism of “anti-narrative” isomorphism: both text and image work together to
weaken events, dilute subjectivity, and deconstruct narrative logic, resulting in a narrative impoverishment characterized by “de-event, de-
psychology, de-subject.” In its structural reconfiguration, the film replaces events with time, transforming narrative into a “material experience
of time” through long takes and repetition, thus reshaping “anti-narrative” into a mode of perceiving the world. The relationship between the
short text and the lengthy film is not merely one of adaptation, but rather a transmedia conspiracy that transcends medium-specific differences:
literature resists meaning through linguistic compression, while cinema resists nihilism through temporal prolongation. This cross-media
approach serves as a shared strategy for both Krasznahorkai and Tarr to respond to the crisis of modernity.

Key words: Krasznahorkai Laszl6; Béla Tarr; “anti-narrative”; transmedia
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